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The President’s Message, Karla Wursthorn, CPE
Thanks to Dan Garafalo, our February speaker, for sharing his knowledge of Philadelphia’s Greenworks Program. Dan put into context how the University of Pennsylvania is
working to integrate the LEED program into capital projects. It was interesting to note that
many institutions of higher education are competing to be the most “green”.
In March, we had a great dialogue with the Subcontractor’s Association of Delaware Valley (SADV) about ethics an estimating. Many thanks go out to Joe Healy of General Masonry, for representing SADV and agreeing to be a panel speaker. Terry McGeehan from ASPE provided a perspective on ethics from his career spent working as a general contractor and construction manager. I thank all the attendees who asked great questions and provided for a thought provoking evening!
On Saturday February 27th in New Carrollton, Maryland ASPE held its Northeast
Regional Meeting. The meeting was successfully attended by six Chapter 61 members as
well as members from all over the Northeast region. It was a great opportunity to network
with other estimators and share ideas about running a successful chapter.
On April 21st, we are pleased to present a meeting on Integrated Project Delivery.
For those of you who might not be familiar with the topic, it is contracting delivery method
which moves beyond design/build to create truly integrated teams. As BIM gains a footing,
this method of delivery will almost surely be a requirement. Please invite a guest to learn
about this topic which affects all of us in the construction industry. We’ll be meeting at the
Doubletree Hotel in Plymouth Meeting (Social Hour at 5:30, Dinner at 6:30 with speaker to
follow).

Join ASPE Liberty Chapter 61, Philadelphia:
Wednesday April 21st, 2010
Meet & Greet
Dinner
Presentation

5:30PM
6:30PM
7:30PM

Dinner is $35 with a choice of Chicken or Tilapia.
Presentation:

Integrated Project Delivery in a BIM
World
By: Robert Korn of Kaplin Stewart

Our Mission :
The American Society of
Professional Estimators
serves construction
estimators by providing
education, fellowship,
and the opportunity for
professional
development.
•

EDUCATION

•

CERTIFICATION

•

FELLOWSHIP

•

PROFESSIONALISM

•

STANDARDIZATION
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The President’s Message, continued
ASPE National needs your help! If you can volunteer for the Constuct2010
show at the Philadelphia Convention Center, ASPE could use some volunteers to “man”
the table. Currently, time slots needed are May 12th 10:00 - 11:00 and 1:30-4:00 and
May 14th 10:00 – 12:00. Please let me know you can volunteer for this event for any of
the time slots.
I look forward to seeing you all this Wednesday!
Karla

Member Profile: Michael Lese, Hunter Roberts Construction Group
Name:

Michael G. Lese

Company:

Hunter Roberts Construction Group

Position:

Senior Estimator

Upon graduation from Drexel in 1971, I joined the local firm of
Career Path:
Joseph R. Farrell, Inc. Spent three years in their Operations Department,
then joined their Estimating staff. The Mellon Stuart Company was my next
stop, from 1982 thru 1994. Positions held included Estimator, Senior Estimator, Chief Estimator, and Manager of Estimating. I joined R.M. Shoemaker Co.
in 1995 as Manager of Estimating, and remained there through 2008. Currently employed as a Senior Estimator by Hunter Roberts.
Favorite Part of Job:
Having a project completed at, or below, the original
estimate (excluding Owner initiated changes).
Least Favorite Part of Job:

Anything which brings the estimator in contact with attorneys.

Most Memorable Projects:
Bally’s Hotel, Atlantic City; Blue Cross Tower, Philadelphia, PA; Merck World Headquarters, Whitehouse Station, NJ; Sands Bethworks Casino, Bethlehem, PA.
Year Joined ASPE: 1988
Favorite Thing About ASPE:

The people you meet, and the friends you make.

Personal Information: Have lived in the Phoenixville area since 1976. Been married for 39 years, with two grown
daughters. At our Chapter level, have served as a Director, and 1st and 3rd Vice President. At the National level have
served on the By-Laws Committee, the By-Laws Re-Write Committee, and as National Treasurer.
Hobbies:

Photography, travel, budding model railroader

Favorite (Books, Movies, Music)

Book – “Why the CM/GC is Always Right”, by I.M. Infallible
Movie – “Casablanca” (Best Picture – 1943)
Music – I’m a child of the 60’s.
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ASPE CERTIFICATION, (Excerpts from ASPE National website)
By Ron Trawinski, CPE, Ch. #61 Certification Chairman
One of the benefits of membership in the American Society of Professional Estimators is our Certified Professional
Estimator’s (CPE) program. The certification program is one of the single most important career development steps a
construction estimator can make. Several reasons why you should consider becoming a CPE are:
Certification grants you professional credentials, similar to a CPA or PE.
Certification reflects your commitment to the construction profession as well as personal achievement.
Certification can enhance your position with your current employer.
Certification can improve career opportunities and advancement.
Many government agencies now require bid proposals to be prepared by estimators who are certified. This
includes ASPE Certified Professional Estimators.
So, hopefully I have sparked your interest and you are now contemplating, “How do I become a CPE”? The ASPE
website (www.aspenational.org) has a detailed section devoted to the Certification process. To summarize the website, each candidate seeking Certification must meet five basic requirements:
Minimum of five years construction experience.
Completion of the CPE orientation workshop.
Completion of a 2500+ word technical paper on an approved topic of the candidate’s choice.
Passing a four hour General Estimating Knowledge (GEK) exam.
Passing an eight hour Discipline Specific Test (DST) or, if a DST exam is not available in your field, submission of 100 technical questions and answers.
Sounds like a lot of work; however, speaking from personal experience, with a little bit of sweat and some time management (as estimators, we know all about this!) you will be able to successfully complete the program within a year.
Still interested but have some questions? Feel free to give me a call (Ron Trawinski CPE, 610-266-4532). The next
Certification cycle begins in July, 2010. I look forward to working with you towards the successful completion of your
Certification program.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
The Collaborative is in need of 2 cost estimators to complete our project teams for our newest batch of projects. The projects in need are the following:
Friends of Weccacoe Playground/Queen Village Neighbors Association,
South Philadelphia, 4th and Catharine Streets
Conceptual master plan for park revitalization
Volunteers needed: cost estimator
The Friends of Hart Park/Kensington South Neighborhood Advisory Council, Bridesburg/Kensington/Richmond , 1315-21
N. 4th St.
Conceptual master plan for park revitalization
Volunteers needed: cost estimator
Contact:

Heidi Segall Levy, AIA, Project Manager, Community Design Collaborative
215.587.9290 ext. 111/215.587.9277 fax
heidi@cdesignc.org
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Basic Canons of ASPE
Canon #1 - Professional estimators shall
perform services in areas of their discipline
and competence.
Canon #2 - Professional estimators shall
continue to expand their professional capabilities through continuing education programs to better enable them to serve clients, employers and the industry.
Canon #3 - Professional estimators shall
conduct themselves in a manner, which will
promote cooperation and good relations
among members of our profession and
those directly related to our profession.
Canon #4 - Professional estimators shall
safeguard and keep in confidence all
knowledge of the business affairs and technical procedures of an employer or client.
Canon #5 - Professional estimators shall
conduct themselves with integrity as all
times and not knowingly or willingly enter
into agreements that violate the laws of the
United States of America or of the states in
which they practice. They shall establish
guidelines for setting forth prices and receiving quotations that are fair and equitable to all parties.
Canon #6 - Professional estimators shall
utilize their education, years of experience
and acquired skills in the preparation of
each estimate or assignment with full commitment to make each estimate or assignment as detailed and accurate as their talents and abilities allow.
Canon #7 - Professional estimators shall
not engage in the practice of "bid peddling"
as defined by this code. This is a breach of
moral and ethical standards, and a member of this society shall not enter into this
practice.
Canon #8 - Professional estimators and
those in training to be estimators shall not
enter into any agreement that may be considered acts of collusion or conspiracy (bid
rigging) with the implied or express purpose of defrauding clients. Acts of this type
are in direct violation of the Code of Ethics
of the American Society of Professional
Estimators.
Canon #9 - Professional estimators and
those in training to be estimators shall not
participate in acts, such as the giving or
receiving of gifts, that are intended to be or
may be construed as being unlawful acts of
bribery.
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L C ------- by Michael Lese
This is your Literary Corner. And I will be the first to admit that I do not
have a reputation as one who hangs out in libraries or bookstores in my
free time. However, I did recently come across a fascinating read that I
believe many of my estimating colleagues would enjoy.
It is the story of the construction of one of the most recognizable buildings in the world, the Pentagon.
Did you know ……
1)How the building came to be that shape?
2) That the military occupancy was intended to be temporary, until the
end of the war?
3) The Architect’s original estimate was $17.5 million? That the Corps of
Engineers went to Congress and requested $35 million, just to be safe?
That the final cost was $85 million? (Sound familiar? Some things never
change.)
4) The General Contractor was Philly’s own John McShain, selected over
Turner and H.B. Fuller because McShain had cultivated a relationship
with President Roosevelt?
The building was conceived in July, 1941 in order to consolidate military
facilities spread all over Washington. Construction began in September,
1941; the first occupants moved in in May, 1942; and the project was substantially complete by January, 1943. Six million square feet, the largest
office building in the world, was put in place in 17 months.
Several chapters deal with 9/11 and the reconstruction effort that took
place in the aftermath of that tragedy. Ironically, because the original
structure was designed, not for an office occupancy, but rather, records
storage, the building withstood collapse long enough for hundreds of
workers to escape before the structure failed.
Another irony, the original Notice to Proceed was issued on September
11th …… 1941.
Lastly, the intended name for the building was “The New War
Department Building in Arlington”. Even an estimator could figure out
why that name didn’t catch on. No, it was the thousands of construction
workers who first started referring to the project as the Pentagonal Building. And when the Postal Service started delivering construction mail to
The Pentagon, that sealed the name forever.
Go get this book. It’s worth your time and effort.
“The Pentagon: a History” by Steve Vogel, Random House Publishers
Group, ISBN-13: 9781400063031
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2009 - 2010 BOARD DIRECTORS & COMMITTEE CHAIR
TITLE
President

MEMBER
Karla Wursthorn, CPE

EMAIL

COMMITTEE CHAIR

kwursthorn@tnward.com

Membership,
Website

1st Vice President

Mike Lese

mlese@msn.com

By Laws

2nd Vice President

Rick Krause, CPE

krauserh@aol.com

Treasurer

Joe Clearkin

joe@clearkin.com

Secretary

Tom Rowland, CPE

trowland@carrollcontractors.com

Directors:

Brian Dixon, CPE

bdixon@oliversprinkler.com

Lee Hartwig

windowman@verizon.net

Dennis Gleason, CPE

dennis.gleason@exceloncorp.com

Donald Logan, CPE

dlogan59@comcast.net

Newsletter

Terry McGeehan, FCPE

Terrence.McGeehan@yahoo.com

Awards

Sid Numerof, CPE , ME

the.sid@verizon.net

Education

John Stewart, FCPE

jstewart@keatingnet.net

Ron Trawinski, CPE

trawinski@verizon.net

Nick Vermont

nvermont@asclean.com

Finance

Nominations

Certification

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 2009/2010
Meeting Date

Program Title

Presented By

8/19/09

Demystifying Lighting

David LaPann, Penn Lighting

9/16/09

Challenges Estimating with BIM

Matthew Miller, Worth & Co.

10/21/09

Estimating & Bidding LEED

Dave Gehringer, Nason Construction, Inc.

11/18/09

Estimating Ceramic Tile

Art Belfi, Belfi Brothers, Inc.

12/16/09

Holiday Social w/Economic Outlook Charles Shields III, Wells Fargo

1/20/10

(NAWIC) Philadelphia’s Waterfront Alan Greenberger, Philadelphia Planning

2/17/10

Greenworks, Philadelphia

Dan Garafalo, Univ. of Penna.

3/24/10

(SADV) Ethics Roundtable

Two panelists from each organization

4/21/10

Integrated Project Delivery

Robert Korn, Kaplin Stewart

5/19/10

Emerging Technologies

James Benham

6/13/10

Awards Dinner (w/ Spouses)

TBD

